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impression of some of them certainly was that the
Yeomanry were being overwhelmed and trampled
down, and they gave to the officer in command of the
Hussars the frantic order to disperse the crowd. The
trumpet was sounded, and the cavalry charged the
multitude. The multitude was in no condition what-
ever to offer any effective resistance. Even if those
who composed the meeting had been prepared or
inclined to resist, which they certainly were not, the
manner in which they were helplessly packed together
would have rendered any sort of resistance impossible.
A general stampede set in ; the Hussars, it is believed,
in general used only the flats of their swords against
the people, but as may be easily imagined in such a
case, the edge of the sword was sometimes used, both
by cavalry and by yeomanry. There is no reason
to suppose that the soldiers acted with any deliberate
and cruel purpose ; but when a collision takes place
between a small body of troops and a vast number of
civilians whose only resistance is in the mere bulk of
their crowd, the soldier striving to make his way
onwards is sometimes tempted to use the edge of his
weapon in order to clear a passage. In ten minutes
from the first movement of the Yeomanry the meet-
ing had broken up in utter confusion ; the people had
fled this way, that way, and the other; and the field
was almost completely deserted, except for the bodies,
some dead and some wounded, which still held the
ground.

Some pitiful, pathetic evidences of a struggle also
remained behind ; the ground in several places was
strewn with hats, caps, bonnets, coats, shawls, torn
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